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Policies and Measures Industry
CO2 Levy on fossil 

fuel e.g. gas, 
heating oil, coal

Exemption 
(Refund) 

Emission Trading 
Scheme

Reduction 
Committment

No-Refunding

Voluntary target 
agreement

Three major policies on federal 
level: 
1. CO2 levy
2. Emissions trading scheme
3. Reduction committments
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Climate Policy Mix
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Percentage of Firms by policy instrument

Firms under CO2 levy

Firms under Emissions trading

Firms under reduction committment (measure)

Firms under reduction committment (emissions target)
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Covered CO2e by policy instrument 2015

Reduction committment emissions trading CO2 levy

Source: own estimates based on energy statistics and exemption of CO2 levy list 



Coverage: Companies that directly emit >25 ktCO2/a 
and are listed in the Annex of the EU Directive 
(voluntary participation possible) and receive a refund 
of CO2 levy
97 installations/80 companies
Airlines: 6 in CH registry
Includes CO2, N2O, PFC  
Target: Annual reduction factor:
2.2% (2020 reference year)(ca. 4.1 Mio. t CO2 2022) 
Allocation: Free allocation  based on EU new 
benchmarks
Auction share 10% (installations) / 15% (airlines)
Traded units: CHU3 and CHUAs, EUAs
Banking is allowed
Sanctions: 220 CHF + make –up next year

Emissions Trading System (ETS)
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ETS signed linking agreement with EU in November 2017
In force since January 2020

Prices are converging



Evaluation Reduction Commitment
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Source: Translation from EFK Evaluation Evaluation de l’exemption de la taxe CO2 pour les entreprises s’engageant à réduire leurs émissions (admin.ch)

Fuel switch oil heating to gas
Fuel switch fossil to gas
Fuel switch fossil to wood heating or 
biogas
Switch fossil to heating pump / 
electricity
Switch fossil with district 
heating
Process optimisation heating/
cooling
Process optimisation technical/ 
organisation
Switch different energy
Other measures with > 100 CO2 eq 
reduction
Measures with 0-9 t CO2 eq 
reduction
Measures with 10-49 t CO2 eq 
reduction
Measures with 50-99 t CO2 eq 
reduction

Investment cost, 
liquidity problems

Low pay-back,
long amortisation time

Availability of technologies
Uncertainty with regards to 

technologies and energy prices
Uncertainty about future climate 

poliicy
Uncertainty about energy supply in 

Switzerland
Net-zero is not 

core business 
Information on available 

technologies is missing
Other barriers

no

https://www.efk.admin.ch/images/stories/efk_dokumente/publikationen/_sicherheit_und_umwelt/verkehr_und_umwelt/22329/22329BE-Endgueltige-Fassung-V04.pdf

